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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 624.] 


Let us reform in this direction. As I have said, President Taylor told us 
when money was plentiful and times were easy, that then was the time 
_to pay debts. But did you ever see a man pay his debts and free himself 
from obligations when money was flush and times prosperous? No, it 
seems to be contrary to human nature; and a man has got to learn 
principle better than most of us understand it if he will carry out this 
counsel in times of prosperity. You remember, doubtless, what the negro 
said in his prayer. His master wanted to raise more cotton that he might 
buy more negroes, and he wanted to buy more negroes that he might raise 
more cotton; and so the negro prayed: “O, Lord, bless the poor white 
man, for the more he gets the more he wants.” This is the character of 
too many men, and the Latter-day Saints are no exception to the rule. 
The more prosperous we are the more we spread out. The time to retrench, 
to learn true economy, and to lay the foundation of prosperity is when 
money is scarce, when times are hard, and when we see the necessity of 
being economical and prudent. Therefore, I say to you, now is the 
acceptable hour, now is the time for all the people to study true economy, 
and to begin to retrench and free themselves from debt, and become a 
free and independent people. In order to do this we want to save our 
means, and use it to provide labor for our people at home, that they may 
not be destitute of something to do, or compelled to beg almost for some- 
thing to eat, which is already the case with too many amongst us. They 
do not want to beg; they ask for work. This is a condition of things 
that never should have existed in Zion. It is enough for it to exist under 
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the effete institutions of the old world, where the wealthy own the land, 
the houses and the mills, and the poor are dependent upon them. But 
every man should be his own master here, and there should be no master 
over us except one, who is merciful, charitable, long-suffering and loving 
toward His children. If we will only do our duty as Latter-day Saints, 
and be wise in the use of our means, circumstances will be overruled for 
us, our labors will be blessed unto us, the land will be made fruitful, and 
we will reap bountiful harvests and rejoice in them; for God will bestow 
His favors upon His favored children. But if we spend that which He 
gives us in riotous living, in wanton pleasure; if we cast it to the dogs 
and strengthen with it the hands of the wicked, how can we expect that 
we will become the richest of all people? And we may look for afflictions 
to be brought upon us from time to time, as a school-master to bring us to 
Christ and to an understanding of our duty. Of course Babylon has come 
here. The Lord said: “Come out of her, my people, that ye may not 
partake of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” Well, we 
did come out in the beginning; but we have invited her here, and now she 
is here, and the worst of it is the Latter-day Saints are to some extent 
partaking of her sins, and look out that you do not receive of her plagues. 
Now is a good time to repent of these things. Now is the time to curtail 
expenses. Now is the time to cut down extravagance and to deny our- 
selves a little worldly pleasure. But let us be charitable. Do not condemn 
one another. I am not condemning you. I am not finding fault with you 
for this more than with myself. There is not the least feeling of blame in 
my heart. I do not censure my brethren. But sometimes I find fault 
with our acts and course of life. But let us be charitable one towards 
another. Do not go and take your fellow-servant, who owes you a few 
cents, and demand that which he owes you, and, if he asks you to wait a 
little season, you thrust him into prison, figuratively speaking. Remember 
the parable of the Savior on this subject, and be charitable and merciful 
one toward another. 

Now, I have been preaching poverty and referring to hard times; but, 
looking over this congregation and seeing this garden of flowers that rises 
before me on the heads of these beautiful women of Zion, I cannot see 
much poverty here, nor any indications of hard times. All here is as a 
garden in spring time, when everything is fresh and lovely. Surely there 
are no hard times here! So with these brethren, all clad in rich raiment 
and with plenty at home; each one with two or three mowing machines, 
and two or three reapers lying out in the field, in the hot sun, or run back 
into the creek to set the tires, perhaps, and owing machine companies for 
them. Many of us are rich in this kind of property. If we were a little 
more neighborly, and would exchange work one with another, we would 
not need more than half the reapers, and mowers, and threshers that we 
now have, many of them going to waste and the people in bondage for 
them, having given iron-clad notes for them. I have seen some of these 
notes. There are lots of them all over the country, while some of the 
machinery itself is in the fields, going toruin. It is no uncommon thing 
at all to see a wagon out in a ditch to set the tire; and at one place I saw 
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where they utilized a hayrake to dam up a ditch, so that they could turn 
the water on the pasture. 

A man who has been blessed with more means than his neighbor gets a 
span of good horses and a fine carriage, and takes his family out of an 
evening. Well, that is all right; he has plenty of means and can afford it. 
But his neighbor, who has no means, sees him riding out and in, and his 
wife begins to complain that she is not as highly favored as her neighbor. 
So he says, “Here, we'll just have as good a rig as they have, and we will 
show them how to put on style.” He goes to the wagon dealers and picks 
out a fine carriage. He then gets a fine span of horses, and next he goes 
to the harness makers and gets a fine harness; and for these gettings he 
gives his note and mortgages his house, because he has not the money to 
pay for them. But his neighbor does so and so, and he is going to show 
him that he is just as good as he is. The result is, by and by the 
note comes due; the carriage is partly or completely worn out; the 
horses are ring-boned, or spavined, and very poor; the harness is dimmed 
with dust and age, and everything looks dilapidated; so the man who 
loaned him the money takes his home, and his wife and children are 
turned out of doors! All this for the sake of a little pleasure and putting 
on of appearances. Is there not too much of that kind of thing? I have 
traveled through the world a little, and been in most of the large cities in 
Europe and. America, and my candid opinion is that in none of these large 
wealthy cities are there as many carriages, in proportion to the popula- 
tion, as there are in some of our cities in Utah. I do not say a word 
against those you are fully able to have their horses and carriages; but 
those who have not the means are very foolish to try and imitate them. 
Another thing: there are no people that I know of who ride more on the 
street cars than do the people of Salt Lake City. I have seen a lady with 
a whole family of children get on the street car, and pay for two-thirds of 
the family, and only ride a block and a half. The exercise of walking that 
distance would probably have done that family good; and yet perhaps the 
husband is working for two dollars a day and liable to lose his employment 
at any time. 

Pardon me for talking this way on the Sabbath; but the Sabbath was 
made for man, not man for the Sabbath, and it is right and proper to do 
good on the Sabbath day. Which of you that had an ox fallen in the 
ditch would not go and help it out on the Sabbath day? Which of you 
who only had the opportunity, as I have here to-day, to talk to you on the 
Sabbath, would like to be denied the privilege of talking about secular 
things, in order to teach the people and to put them on their guard 
against extravagance, and to induce them, if possible, to be wise and 
prudent? So I know you will be charitable to me. Here is what Paul 
says about charity : 

Though I s with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 


And though I have the gift of pe and understand all mysteries, 
and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove 


mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 
And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I 
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give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me no- 


Charit suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunted 
not itself, is not puffed up 


Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily pro- 
voked, thinketh no evil; ” 


Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 
Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all 


ings. 

Charity never faileth; but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail ; 
whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, 
it shal] vanish away. 

For we know in part and we prophecy in part. 

But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall 
be done away. 


When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I 
thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 

For now we see through a = darkly; but then face to face: now I 
know in part; but then shall I know even as also [ am known. 


And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of 
these is charity. 


Let us take this important lesson to ourselves. It is called charity, but 
there can be no charity without love. Love is the principle that is here 
inculcated. The great commandment, as taught by our Lord and Master, 
is to love God with all our heart, with all our mind, and with all our 
strength; and the next is like unto it: love thy neighbor as thyself. “On 
these hang all the law and the prophets.” Therefore, let us exercise 
charity and forgiveness, love and mercy, one towards another; and go 
out of your way to help those that are in distress, so that the widow’s 
voice shall not ascend to God in complaint against the people for the lack 
of food, or raiment, or shelter. See to it that the orphan is not without a 
home in the midst of this people, nor without food or raiment, or chance 
to improve his mind. See to it that charity pervades all your actions and 
dwells in your hearts, inspiring you to look after the poor and afflicted, 
comforting those that are in prison, if they need comforting, and minis- 
tering unto those that are sick; for he that giveth a cup of cold water to 
a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward. They 
that do these things unto the poor in our midst, it will be said unto them 
some day: “I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat; I was thirsty, and 
ye gave me drink. I was a stranger, and ye took mein; naked, and ye 
clothed me; I was sick, and ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye came 
unto me.” And we will not have to say, “Lord, when saw we thee an 
hungered,” for every one that has intelligence may know that if he minis- 
ters to the worthy poor, it will be accounted as having been done to Him 
who is the Father of their spirits. Therefore, in these hard times, when 
men are out of employment, let those who have the means provide employ- 
ment for them. I do not ask you to give without an object. It is not 
wise to do that, except it be done temporarily. We do not want to foster 
idleness. We must create labor. This is the only wise course to adopt. 
We are not to raise up a community of paupers, but we are to show the 
poor how to work, and give them a chance todo so. Let all men know 
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that they must be industrious, bees in the hive of Deseret, and that they 
must earn their living as honest people, just so far as we can afford them 
opportunity for labor. May the Lord bless you, is my prayer, in the name 
of Jesus. Amen. 


HOW UTAH FEELS THE DEPRESSION. 


Tue Deseret News contains the following: “Utah feels the business de- 
pression severely, and many men are out of employment with not very 
bright prospects before them, but for hard times our territory is not in it 
as yet, compared with surrounding states and territories, if the accounts 
in the papers from those places are to be credited. In Colorado, for 
instance, there is reported to be much distress from lack of the necessities 
of life among many people who have been considered frugal, but whose 
store is now exhausted. Some parts of Idaho are in almost the same 
situation, if Governor McConnell’s statement, as published in the Boise 
Statesman, reveals the truth. The governor has been attending the 
silver convention at Ketchum, and while there took a trip along Wood 
River valley, which last spring was noted for its prosperity. Governor 
McConnell moved among the inhabitants, learning their situation, of 
which he says: ‘It is enough to move a man to tears to see the difficulties 
under which those people labor, owing to the suspension of mining opera- 
tions. The towns over there are supplied with fine hotels, stores, water- 
works, electric lights, schools and churches, and yet everything is pros- 
trated. There is no employment for laboring men and no market for the 
products of the farm. Every ear is anxiously turned towards Washington ~ 
to learn some encoursging news concerning silver legislation. Many 
people who have built up pleasant homes will be obliged to leave unless 
some remedy is provided.” 


A WONDERFUL LAKE RESORT. 


A visitor to Utah from California, U.S.A., sends an account of his trip to 
that territory, and especially of his visit to Saltair, the new and wonder- 
ful bathing resort in the Great Salt Lake. He says: “This (Salt Lake 
City] is a beautiful and wonderful city in many respects, and the head 
officials of the Mormon Church are fully alive to the progression of the 
age. They have built a new railway leading directly out into the Great 
Salt Lake, eighteen miles from the city, as straight as the crow flies, due 
west, toward California, and their fine and very long open excursion cars 
are all marked Los Angeles & Salt Lake, and run eighteen miles in just 
one half-hour by the watch. I am told here the road is to be continued 
on as direct as posssible to connect with your terminal, and to bring Los 
Angeles (California) only thirty hours away. When completed won't 
this work a revolution in travel! Such a resort as this (Saltair)] there 
is not in all the world. The upper pavilion of the magnificent resort, 
in which I am now writing and listening to a grand band performance, 
is modeled after the Tabernacle, which holds 10,000, and is even more 
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lofty and beautiful, all built and owned, as well as the railroad, by the 
Mormon Church, and the great bank goes right on in business without a 


tremor. The people all say that business is very dull, though this is, I 
presume, more especially among the Gentiles.” 


THE COAL CRISIS IN ENGLAND. 

THE reports from all the English districts, affected by the strike, now 
indicate that the miners who are out, and their families, are suffering 
great distress, which is also extending to the workers in other industries 
affected by the strike. In more than one district there has been a renewed 
display of violence in order to intimidate non-unionist workers and pre- 
vent the loading of coal. The mass meeting of South Wales miners, at 
Pontypridd, was attended by about 2,000 persons. It passed a resolution 
recommending organization in connection with the Miner’s Federation of 
Great Britain as soon as possible after work has been resumed. Retail 
prices of coal have advanced in London to thirty-three shillings a ton. 
Some of the merchants are beginning to feel the pinch of the suspension 
of trade, and a number of them have already suspended payment. Distress 
is also being caused in London among the coalheavers and other workmen 
connected with the trade, as well as among those employed on the railway. 
Several factories have also closed. 


OUR CHURCH UNIVERSITY. 


Ir is indeed gratifying to know, that even in the financial distress which 
has afflicted the nations, the Latter-day Saints are wide awake, and are 
working for the progress of educational matters in Utah. Ata general 
conference of the Church held in Salt Lake City, April 5, 1892, a resolu- 
tion was offered by one of the congregation asking the general authorities 
of the Church to take early steps toward establishing a university, which 
should be the head of the Latter-day Saints Church school system. The 
resolution was sustained by unanimous vote of the vast body of worship- 
pers, there convened as the official assembly of the Church, and before 
the adjournment of the conference the Presidency and Apostles announced 
their acceptance of the undertaking, and promised as early a compliance 
with the expressed wishes of the people as circumstances would warrant. 

A body of trustees was soon after organized to take charge of the 
institution, which was to be known as the “University of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.” Its nature is thus expressed in 
the deed of trust: “The chief aims and objects of the institution shall be 
to make of its students and graduates worthy citizens and true followers 
of Jesus Christ by fitting them for some useful pursuit, by strengthening 
in their minds a pure attachment to the Constitution of the United States 
and to our republic institutions, by teaching them the lessons of purity, 
morality and upright conduct, and by giving them, as far as possible, an 
understanding of the significance of Christ’s mission to the earth and of 
the plan of salvation taught by Him.” 
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A large building, consisting of a basement and three floors, has been 
secured, which is fitted with all modern conveniences, as well as with all 
necessary scientific apparatus. Professor J. E. Talmage visited England, 
Germany and France, three months ago, for the express purpose of select- 
ing such material as was needed for the university, thus insuring, by 
personal inspection, greater excellence. 

The Latter-day Saints will greatly appreciate this enterprise and will 
doubtless liberally patronize it, thus enabling the trustees to meet the 
demands of succeeding years, until the Church University shall become 
one among the best institutions of secular learning in Western America, 
and the best in that it will teach true, revealed religion. 


FACTS AND EVENTS 


A passenger train ran off the track in Poland on September 11, killing ten persons, 


The coal war is still raging. Several factories have had to shut down because no coal 
has been obtainable, and the price is steadily rising. 


Rioting, fomented by the young Czech party, has occurred in Bohemia, and in the 
course of the disturbance many policemen have been brutally ill-treated. 


Chicago has been disturbed by riots. The unemployed have held mass meetings, fiery 
speeches have been uttered, and bloody encounters with the police have been the resulta, 


At a bull fight at Saragossa, Spain, the audience became dissatisfied with the quality of 
the performance and smashed the seats and set fire to them. The police quelled the riot 
with difficulty, after wounding a number of the mob. 


At San Zebaztian, Spain, the audience at a concert attacked the musicians because 
they refused to play the Basque hymn, and proceeded to the hotel where the prime 
minister was stopping and stoned it. Troops were called out and were forced to fire on 
the mob, killing two and severely wounding several. 


Whitecaps, or Vigilance committees, have notified cotton gin owners in Northern 
Mississippi to gin no more cotton until the price shall reach ten cents per pound. 
Several gins have been burned because of non-compliance with the order, and now the 
owners have been threatened with death should they continue to run the gins, 


Fearful storms have raged along the eastern and northern American coasts, which have 
played havoc with both life and property. As a result, on August 31, over 390 bodies 
had been washed ashore on the islands about Beaufort, in South Carolina’ Over 
$2,000,000 worth of property has been wrecked near the same points. A dispatch to 
Augusta, Georgia, conveyed the following woeful intelligence: ‘‘Every one on the 
fifteen or twenty islands lying around Port Royal and Beaufort are in mourning. Those 
who are at all posted about the country and habits of the people in the storm-visited 
sections, are confident in their predictions that the death roll will run as high as 500, 
Some of the best informed people in this section of the state even place the loss at more 
than 1,000. There has not been an hour since Monday morning that a dead body has 
not been found at some point on the island. As the waters recede, and the people move 
deeper into the wreckage gathered by the storm, the ghastly remains are uncovered. 
Great destitution exists among the 7,000 remaining inhabitants of the coast, and an 
urgent appeal is made for provisions. Seven thousand negroes, who have been driven to 
Port Royal by the storm, are starving. They are so destitute, and so badly in need of 
something to eat, that they have resorted to fighting among themselves for food. Several 
were killed in a fight for provisions. The negroes are getting more and more daring in 
the struggle to keep their wives and children from starving. It is difficult to keep the 
sufferers in subjection.” At another point it is reported that all the negroes on the low- 
lands, in all about 100 men, women and children, were drowned. 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1893. 


CAUSE AND EFFECT. 


Tue August number of the Fortnightly Review contains an interesting 
article in which are set forth the probable causes that led to the recent 
murder of Swedish missionaries in China, and some of the reasons for the 
well-known Chinese intolerance and hostility toward Christianity. The 
European Mail in quoting from this article and commenting on it says: 

In the first place, they [the Chinese] are bewildered by our sectarian 
differences. If Christianity had been introduced to them under one form, 
and not under several, as has been the case, it would have been far more 
intelligible and its success greater. But the English protestants teach 
one form, the Americans another, the French missionaries a third, all 
employing a different name for the Deity. 

The above is, indeed, a humiliating admission of weakness on the part 
of modern Christianity. A heathen “bewildered by our sectarian differ- 
ences!” And yet this system of “differences” is called the true Gospel 
and is held out to all—Jews and Gentiles, Christians and heathens—as 
the all-saving power! The admission furnishes a most striking illustra- 
tion of the invalidity of such a claim, and of the inefficacy of the many 
“Gospels” taught. The mysterious reasoning by which Christians seek 
to fortify their claims becomes a labyrinth into the mazes of which the 
mind is led, and where it becomes so lost in its futile attempts at escape, 
that it falls an easy prey to the monster—atheism. 

Now how appropriate appear the words of the Apostle to the Gentiles, 
when he declares to the Ephesians that God had placed in the church 
holy men to whom he could reveal himself until the Saints should become 
perfect, “until we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowl- 
edge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ.” How far we are from this blessed state 
is amply demonstrated by the admission quoted. 

Again let the Mail speak : 

Moreover, the fact that proselyting Christians were only admitted 
under sufferance and at the omnes point has deeply irritated Chinese 
patriotism. It is only fear of reprisals by means of British, American, 


and French — that prevents the wholesale slaughter of the mis- 
sionaries, The Chinese Government is compelled by treaty to give them 


— 
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a reluctant P pa enreeed but, remote from the treaty ports, their lives are 
not safe, and whenever a fanatical mob murders one of them the assassins 
are allowed to a punishment, the Government preferring to compen- 
sate the families of the slain rather than to incur unpopularity by inflict- 
ing punishment for a crime which, to the ordinary Chinese intellect, 
scarcely seems a heinous one. 

Many Christians will exclaim: “Is it possible that the conversion of 
the heathen has thus far been attained only by the power of might?” It is 
but too true, though this fact has been lost from sight in the struggle for 
“the salvation of the heathen.” We ask our sectarian brethren: Was the 
Gospel of Christ a Gospel of forcible persuasion, or was it a Gospel of 
peace? Were not the disciples told to go into all the world and preach 
the Gospel; that those who received them should be blessed; that they 
were to leave those who rejected them, shaking the dust from their feet 
as a testimony against them? Then why force the “Gospel” upon the 
heathen by government treaties, reluctantly entered into by them, and a 
“Gospel” at that, which has no definite standing, a “Gospel,” the effects 
of whose teachings by one sect may be counterbalanced, or entirely 
destroyed, by those of another? 

The Maz continues: | 

Some general action, both on the part of the missionary societies and of 
the several Governments protecting them, is badly needed. Under the 
present haphazard system many brave lives have been sacrificed, and 
great sums spent without producing any appreciable result on the dense 
and unfathomable prejudice of the Chinese people.” . 

This is true. Some general action is, indeed, necessary, and this action 
may with profit be extended not only to all the heathen nations, but to 
entire Christendom. What shall this action be? Weanswer: The aban-— 
donment of man-made religions; the acceptance of a Gospel which is 
given and sustained by continual revelation; the establishment of a 
church organization in accordance with a divine plan, directly imparted 
to man, and, as a consequence, the restoration of the ancient gifts and 
blessings. Then, and not until then, when no differences exist, when no 
“haphazard system” is depended upon,—then only, can we hope for any 
progress in the true knowledge of God, or the acceptance of the Gospel 
through the persuasions of the Holy Spirit, instead of by force. J. V. B. 


From the WVordstjernan of September 15, we learn the following further 
particulars of the death of Elder Pehr Bjorklund: He was born in Onne- 
stad, Sweden, January 30, 1833, and embraced the Gospel in Ljungby, July 7, 
1879. He emigrated to Utah, July 5, 1880, and settled in Provo, which 
was his home at the time of his death. He reached Copenhagen, Decen- 
ber 12, 1891, on a mission to his native land, and was called to labor in the 
Skane Conference, Sweden. Though sixty years of age he was unusually 
active and strong. He had labored with Elder Ludwig Hansen until, 
because of his sickness, he was forced to go the hospital. The particulars 
of the operation which caused his death, and of the funeral ceremonies, 
are as formerly stated in the MILLENNIAL Star, except that he was buried 
on September 1, instead of September 2. 
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Tue Darkest England Gazette, the organ of the Salvation Army, advances 
a theory which has always been held just by the Latter-day Saints, and 
as being in accordance with the teachings of the true Gospel. The 
Methodist Times, speaking of the corruption and iniquity witnessed at 
night in Piccadilly, London, says: “The most degraded outcasts of both 
sexes turn those public thoroughfares, without shame, and without the 
least interference from the authorities, into markets of deadly vice. The 
facts are only too notorious. The only question is, What can be done? 
The Gazette suggests that the law of solicitation shall be applied to men 
equally as to women. That is vital. We must offer the fiercest opposition 
to any cowardly and infamous proposal to have one law for men and 
another law for women. It is quite as easy to discover the male offender 
as the female. And nothing could do as much good as to arrest and 
publish the names of a few score of the well-dressed and well-known 
scoundrels who haunt Piccadilly Circus at midnight. Stop the demand, 
and we shall soon stop the supply.” This is the true doctrine, but how 
will the lawmakers look upon the proposition? 


At the recent conference of the Wesleyan Methodist churches the start- 
ling announcement is made that while the net gain of members was 2,741, 
during the past connectional year, no less than 23,839 persons “ceased to 
be members.” The adult membership is now 427,700 with 32,364 “on trial.” 


RELEASES.—Elder James B. Bracken, Jr., has been honorably released 
from his labors as President of the Irish Conference, to return home. 

Elder Thomas Henderson has been honorably released from his labors as 
Traveling Elder in the Irish Conference, to return home. 


THE BIGOTRY OF MORMONISM. 


(From a Christian” Standpoint.) 


Ir is quite popular with the many opposers of the “Mormon” Elder and 
his teachings to make frequent use of the terms bigot and bigotry: the 
former being applied to the Elder, the latter to his religion. I have often 
wondered how many understand the full meaning of these terms, and the 
propriety, or impropriety, of their use in connection with the people called 
“Mormons” and their belief. 

The modern term bigot expresses intolerance and narrow-mindedness, 
and presents to us the extreme of blind devotion, wherein agency is des- 
troyed, and individuality is lost. It suggests to us a very undesirable 
condition, and one that cannot be too strongly condemned. Is it worthy 
of us to join in the use of such epithets as have been referred to; and act 
on the assumption of such accusations being true, without either personal 
knowledge, or investigation? Would it not be more Christian-like to hear 
something from the accused, or at least a few certainties about them 
before taking such a step? Whoare these so-called bigots? Whence come 
these who stand upon the public thoroughfares, proclaiming, in no un- 
certain tone, “the only true Gospel,” claiming to be commissioned of 
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Jesus Christ through His chosen servants, testifying that God Himself 
has spoken to man in modern times? Considering the time during which 
mankind has been confronted with creeds, endless in number and varied 
in character, each purporting to be the way to Christ, it causes no wonder 
that the above statements are startling and appear to us as fanaticism. 

Such a varying from the religious teaching of the day, demands investi- 
gation, but no such denouncements as it is accustomed to receive. Have 
we so soon forgotten how the advancements of Columbus, Galileo, and 
others were met when they came in conflict with popular theories} Do 
we recollect the standing given the Savior and His followers by those 
desiring to risk the future on preestablished notions, and if so, do we 
presume to test the validity of a doctrine, or principle, by its conformity, 
or non-conformity, with popular sentiment and traditional ideas? We 
must see at once the weakness of a conclusion drawn from such an un- 
reliable premise. 

These declarations may not be in harmony with our natural feelings and 
desires, and may tend to remove the assurances upon which our hopes are 
resting: but has not the Lord said, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways?” Isaiah lv: 8. This teaches us that our 
natural impulses would be uncertain pilots on the sea of religious con- 
troversy. Well, says one, if modern teachings are uncertain, tradition 
fallible, and human judgment not to be relied on, by what standard are 
these principles to be measured? The truth-seeking Christian will at once 
turn to the written word of God, where he has the genuine with which to 
detect the counterfeit. But this is not all, however, for it is written, “No 
prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation. * * * 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” “The 
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God,” hence the spirit 
that indited the written word must find a response in the soul of the 
enquirer. Many a truth has been hidden, and many a commandment dis- 
guised, by the habitual method of spiritualizing. Let us remove the cloak 
of prejudice, blot out from our minds preconceived notions, and read the 
_ word as it is written. Let our conclusions grow from the law and the ~ 
testimony in its simplicity and plainness, and see what manner of growth 
it will be. Place the statement, “the on/y true Gospel,” in the scripture 
crucible, and let the words of this despised street-crier be judged by the 
teachings of the ancient divines. If they taught several plans of salvation, 
and pointed out many entry-ways into the kingdom of heaven, then let 
this declaration wear the stamp of falsehood, and he who makes it the title 
of bigot. In case, however, it stands the test, and Christ’s Gospel is found 
to be one Gospel, and the Apostles creed: “One Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tism,” can then consistency brand the teaching of one way into the king- 
dom of God as an offspring of fanaticism? Though their creed be false, 
their one Lord, one faith, etc., a counterfeit, their idea of one way to 
membership in Christ’s Church can in no way be taken as a proof of 
“Mormon” bigotry. 

Even if “Mormonism” could stand this test it would, by no means be 
conclusive, for back of this foremost claim, in the component parts of its 
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teaching, may be found something that will give color to the titles it and 
its adherents so often receive. Should we not carefully examine this 
system that is supposed to be so inimical to man’s individuality, and let 
part answer to part, and principle be compared with principle? Then, if 
it be found that the God they worship is unlike the God of the Bible, that 
their claimed relationship to Him is not the same as the saints formerly 
claimed, or their faith and baptism dissimilar: then it can be truthfully 
said that their doctrines, are untrue. On the other hand, if an analogy is 
found to exist, can we refuse to admit these teachers and their teachings 
upon the higher plane of Christian thought and effort? 

Principles that so far answer to these means of proof should receive a 
rigid examination, as the foundation of their structure may bear evidence 
of being divinely laid; yet in the building which it supports may be found 
traces of man’s handiwork. This claim of revelation must have its parallel 
in Holy Writ; the Church of Christ (the assured only church) should have 
its counterpart in that described by Paul, (Cor. xii: 27, 28; Eph. iv: 11]; 
these gifts, helps, and governments of which the Apostle speaks must 
require a place within it; for where does scripture say, or to whom has God 
made known, that his law and organizations are subject to be changed 
by man? 

Even when we have placed the minutest detail of this unpopular faith 
under the full light of scripture, the greatest test of all remains untried. 
The searcher after truth has still within his reach the means for a final 
proof by which the most perfect imitation can be distinguished from the 
genuine Gospel; thatis: “Let himaskof God * * * but ilet 
him ask in faith.” So plain and simple is the way to truth that the Pro- 
phet has said “Wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.” 

Would it not be worthy of a Christian to use the means God has placed 
within his reach to test the validity of a doctrine, before branding it as 
infamous, and its advocates as bigots? Will God hold him guiltless who 
refrains from honest research, and closes the avenues of his soul to the 
light of truth? Come all ye believers in Christ! Let us weigh the creeds 
of Christendom in the scales God has provided, and declared to be correct; — 
and if any are found wanting, let it be made known to all mankind; take 
from it the truth-sprinkled covering, and lay bare falsehood, error, and 
deception: for in so doing we remove snares from the feet of our fellows. 

Forget not, however, that truth is the weapon God has given us, not 
deception, slander, and abuse, with which to combat error. The tenets of 
this despised people are laid before us without eloquence or display; merit 
alone, they claim, is the foundation on which they rest. Let us therefore 
meet them honestly before our God, and we will wrong no man. 

N. T. P., 


SALT LAKE CHOIR AT CHICAGO. 


One of the great events of this year, to the people of Utah, has been the 
trip of the “Mormon Tabernacle Choir” to Chicago, and its participation 
in the great chorus singing contest at the World’s Fair. This was no small 
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undertaking, for the choir numbered 250, and the distance, by their route, 
was about 1,750 miles. The people of Utah exhibited unusual interest i in 
the matter, and the people of the United States wondered. From the 
reports of the press in the cities through which the choir passed, it would 
seem that the people thought it incredible that Utah could send such a 
number of cultured singers to participate in a competition with the world’s 
most noted chorus singers. The members of the choir, however, with their 
intrepid leader, Evan Stephens, entered into the spirit of the enterprise 
with confidence and self-reliance. 

On the afternoon of August 29, the choir departed from Salt Lake City, 
occupying eight commodious Pullman sleeping cars, the largest built west 
of the Rocky Mountains. The railway company tendered the use of the 
palatial car Pickwick to the First Presidency of the Church, which accom- 
panied the choir. 

All along the line, wherever a stop was made, the train, which was pla- 
carded with streamers bearing the words “Mormon Tabernacle Choir,” 
“Two Hundred Voices,” and “En route to Chicago to sing at the Fair,” was 
given an ovation, crowds and bands turning out to do honor to the singers 
of the intermgountain country. 

On the evening of August 30 the choir gave a concert in Denver, Colo- 
rado, which proved a great success. The large hall was crowded, and 
many failed to secure admittance. The choruses and solos were so much 
encored that the original programme was extended for three-quarters of 
an hour. 

The party reached Kansas City, Missouri, the following evening, passed 
the night on the cars, and, at 9 o'clock on the morning of September 1, © 
went out to Independence, the spot where the fathers and mothers of this . 
young band suffered such privations and persecutions sixty years ago. 
After a rousing song on “Temple Square” the party was escorted to the 
Josephite church, where they sang, and where Mayor Mercer, of Indepen- 
dence, and Presidents Woodruff and Cannon addressed the assembly. 
That soul-stirring hymn, “Oh my Father, Thou that dwellest,” as rendered 
by R. C. Easton, of Logan, was received with great applause. 

Returning to Kansas City they there gave a most successful concert in 
the large auditorium. At midnight they departed for St. Louis, Missouri, 
which place was reached in the morning. A great reception was tendered 
the party on the floor of the Merchants’ Exchange, where at least 3000 
people assembled. 

The mayor enthusiastically welcomed the choir to the city. After a 
response the male chorus rendered a heautiful selection and was loudly 
encored. The whole party, including the friends who accompanied the 
choir, was given a complimentary excursion up and down the great Father 
of Many Waters—the Mississippi River. Returning they sang to as many 
as could crowd into the Music Hall. The St. Louis Globe-Democrat gives 
a glowing eulogy of their singing, which we may reproduce in a future 
issue of the MILLENNIAL STAR. 

The choir arrived at Chicago on Sunday morning, September 3. On 
Monday they secured passes to the World’s Fair during their stay. On 
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the 5th, the male voice contest, of sixty voices, occurred. While the Salt 
Lake chorus received honorable mention, two Welsh choruses captured 
the first and second prizes. Then came the great contest between the 
choruses, September 8. The Salt Lake choir sang so well, that uninterested 
critics considered that even should they not be awarded the first prize, 
they would at least divide it with the Scranton Choral Union. When the 
decision was rendered the “Mormon” choir was awarded second prize 
amid jubilant applau se. 

It was a triumphal tour, and the Salt Lake Tabernacle Choir has shown 
to the world that in Utah music is highly cultivated, and that Utah, in 
that one art alone, ranks among the foremost of the states and territories” 
which comprise the United States. 


DRUNKENNESS. 


Unper the head of “The Curse of Drunkenness,” Archdeacon Farrar 
writes as follows in the Humanitarian: 

All the worst and most deplorable drinking takes place in the latest 
hours of the evening. Up to ten o’clock it may be argued that there are 
some needs for food or refreshment, but after ten, and especially after 
eleven, much of the “forced drinking” and of the most brutal and de- 
praved acts of drunkenness occur—when, as Lord Tennyson has put it— 

The vitriol madness flashes up in the ruffian’s brain 
And the filthy by-lane rings with the yell of the trampled wife. 

If the Bill of Lord Aberdare had been carried out as it first was intro- 
duced, instead of being interfered with by the succeeding government, 
the effects would have been not only very large, but very efficacious. An- 
other of the legislatiye remedies is the enforcement of penalties. The 
cases in which penalties are enforced are a mere fraction, in comparison 
to the number of apprehensions for drunkenness. In 1874 there were 
23,303 police prosecutions for drunkenness, but only three publicans were 
punished. In 1883, in Birmingham, there were 3,044 prosecutions, and only 
one publican was even prosecuted. Another remedy is the reduction of 
the number of public-houses, and I turn to the testimony of Mr. James, 
who, in his very remarkable pamphlet, publishes his scheme for the 
reduction in the number of public-houses by 60,000. The number of 
drink shops is far too large, and out of all proportion to the needs of 
the people. In Shoreditch, one can pass two, and even three a minute. 
One can pass seven within one minute of the House of Parliament and 
under the shadow of Westminster Abbey. Local control is another 
remedy, and that is a measure of plain, simple, obvious, common justice. 
It is argued that we are encroaching on the liberties of the working classes. 
It is a curious fact that every single leader of the working classes is either 
a total abstainer or a strong advocate of temperance. 

I will end with a single question—Is the church awake? I must, if I 
will be truthful, and not flattering, give an emphatic answer in the 
negative. In one sense the church is awake, but we are now speaking of 
the united efforts to annul the interminable and intolerable evil which is 
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the root of crime and of the corruption of the soul, and which, as Mr. 
Gladstone said in 1880, has inflicted greater calamities than the three 
great historical scourges—war, famine, and pestilence—combined. As a 
corporate body, the church has never done that which she could have 
done, and which she ought to have done. I am reminded of a passage in 
Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress”:—‘“Then Christian called to Demas, ‘Is 
not the place dangerous? hath it not injured many on their pilgrimage?’ 
‘Not very dangerous,’ said Demas, ‘except to those that are careless.’ But 
withal he blushed as he spoke.” 

The Bishop of Oxford, when he took the chair at a meeting of the 
United Kingdom Alliance, said:—“It is the first local option meeting I 
have attended. It is a confession of guilt, perhaps, that I have not 
attended one before; at all events, it is a candid avowal of my reasons for 
coming now. For my part, if I saw a house on fire, I would not go into 
the merits of all kinds of fire-escapes, but I should put my hand to the 
nearest I could meet with, and see if it would go up to the window where 
the poor, perishing creatures were holding out their hands for help; and 
so, if I am not thoroughly convinced of the wisdom, or practicability, of all 
the details of a scheme of local option, I do say it is a necessity for such 
as I am, and those with me, to seriously and earnestly consider whether it 
will work, and I do feel that pity for the poor creatures who are the 
victims of intemperance that I cannot hold back.” 

I feel for the country, for the “dear city of God.” If the nation suffer, 
must not the church suffer? Daniel Webster once said, “If I thought 
there was a stain on the remotest hem of the garment of our country I 
would use my utmost labor to wipe it off.” We have something more than © 
a stain on the remotest hem of the garment of our country, and it is the 
duty of every one of us to use his utmost efforts to wipe it off. If we have 
any pity for the numberless souls suffering under the curse of drink, if 
our prayer “Thy Kingdom come” be anything but a deplorable hypocrisy, 
it is our duty to do all we can to minimise and mitigate, if we cannot 
entirely put down, this intolerable and interminabe curse. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
A Chinaman was brought into Ogden on September 1, with a badly fractured leg, 
received in the turnover of a hand car. 


A small boy, son of a widow lady named Frank, was thrown from a horse at Logan. 
One wrist was dislocated and the arm was broken. 

A two-year-old son of Mr. William Andrews, of Logan, while playing near the heels 
of a horse, was severely kicked on the head, causing a bad scalp wound and a fracture 
over the left eye. 


Father Ephraim Watson, a pioneer of Laketown, started out for Evanston, Wyoming, 
with a load of produce for market. When passing through Laketown Canyon his wagon 
was overturned. He was caught under the capsized jvehicle and instantly killed. 

Valentine Clays, thirteen years old, went up into Emigration Canyon, east of Salt 
Lake, one day, in disobedience to his father’s wishes, in company with some other boys, 
In the afternoon Valentine passed in front of a gun, which one boy leveled at a bird, just 
in time to receive the bullet in his neck. He died a few days later. 


